
Subject: 
English  
 
 
 
 
Year 8 

Autumn HT 1 
 

Topic 1: Narrative 
Writing 

Autumn HT 2 
 

Topic 2: 20th Century 
Reading  

(The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas/ Holes) 

 
 

Spring HT 1 
 

Topic 3: Non-Fiction 
Writing  

Spring HT 2 
 

Topic 4: Shakespeare Play 
(Macbeth, The Tempest, A 

Midsummer Night’s 
Dream) 

 

Summer HT 1 
 

Topic 5: War Poetry 
 
 

Summer HT 2 
 

Topic 6: 21st Century 
Non-Fiction Reading 

- Understanding 
different ways 
that a 
narrative can 
be structured 

- How to write 
an effective 
opening 
starting in 
media res 

- How to 
describe 
setting and use 
sensory 
language  

- How to 
introduce 
character  

- How to use 
language and 
structure to 
build tension 

- How to write 
an effective 
ending  

- Understanding 
explicit details 
from the text 

- Understanding 
implicit 
information 
from the text 

- First 
impressions of 
characters and 
how these 
change 
throughout the 
text 

- PEEA 
paragraphs 
(Point, 
Evidence, 
Explain, 
Analyse) 

- How tension is 
built through 
language and 
structure  

- Understanding 

PAF (Purpose, 

Audience, Form) 

- Understanding 

how to use a 

range of 

persuasive 

devices  

- How to develop 

an authentic 

voice  

- Structuring an 

article  

- Developing ideas 

in an article  

- How to write a 

leaflet 

- SPAG rules 
(Spelling, 
Punctuation, 
Accuracy and 
Grammar) 

  

- Understanding 
the opening of a 
play 

- First impressions 
of characters and 
how they are 
presented on 
stage 

- Understanding 
the main plot 
and how it 
progresses 

- PEEA paragraphs 
(Point, Evidence, 
Explain, Analyse) 

- How language 
and structure are 
used to build 
tension  

- How themes are 
presented across 
a text 

- How characters 
are presented 
across a text 

- How language 
and structure 
are used to 
present 
themes  

- How themes 
are presented 
across a poem 

- Comparing 
how writers 
present 
themes in 
different 
poems and 
the methods 
they use  

- Considering 
poetry in 
relation to 
their contexts 

- Using a range 
of poetic 
terminology  

- SPAG rules 
(Spelling, 

- Understanding 
PAF (Purpose, 
Audience, 
Form) 

- Understanding 
explicit details 
from the text 

- Understanding 
implicit 
information 
from the text 

- PEEA 
paragraphs 
(Point, 
Evidence, 
Explain, 
Analyse) 

- Understanding 
how language 
and structure 
are used to 
present 
viewpoints 
and ideas 



 

 

 

- How to use a 
range of 
ambitious 
vocabulary  

- SPAG rules 
(Spelling, 
Punctuation, 
Accuracy and 
Grammar) 

 

- How themes 
are presented 
across a text 

- How characters 
are presented 
across a text 

- Using a range of 
subject 
terminology  

- SPAG rules 
(Spelling, 
Punctuation, 
Accuracy and 
Grammar) 

- Understanding 
the ending of a 
play 

- Using a range of 
dramatic 
terminology  

- SPAG rules 
(Spelling, 
Punctuation, 
Accuracy and 
Grammar) 

 
 

Punctuation, 
Accuracy and 
Grammar) 

 
 

- Using a range 
of subject 
terminology  

- Comparing 
how writers 
present 
viewpoints 

- Evaluating 
how 
successful 
writers are in 
presenting 
their 
viewpoints  

- SPAG rules 
(Spelling, 
Punctuation, 
Accuracy and 
Grammar) 


